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Romans 4:16-23
16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the
end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that
only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the
faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,
17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many
nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who
quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not
as though they were.
18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might
become the father of many nations; according to that which
was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old,
neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb:
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he
was able also to perform.
22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
It is clear that Abraham ultimately became a champion of
faith, the scripture he staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief.

That should be the goal of every believer of Christ that we
become steadfast, unmovable always abounding in the
work of the Lord.
We should desire the faith that is fully developed and
capable of moving mountains.
More importantly we should want to master the system and
process that sets us on a path to unshakable faith.
On our journey to that level of faith we must learn how to
fail.

Matthew 26:31-41

31 Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall
away on account of me, for it is written:
"'I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.'c
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."
33 Peter replied, "Even if all fall away on account of you, I
never will."
34 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "this very night,
before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times."

35 But Peter declared, "Even if I have to die with you, I will
never disown you." And all the other disciples said the same.
36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over
there and pray."
37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with
him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled.
38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with
me."
39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground
and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be
taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will."

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them
sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for one
hour?" he asked Peter.
41 "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.
The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."
There is no doubt that Peter’s desire to follow God along
with his fellow disciples was noble and sincere, as all of us
are when we decide to follow Christ.
The seed of faith starts with a desire, wanting to achieve a
relationship with God, and a life that gives us an opportunity
to experience the abundant life.
This is a lesson that all of us need to learn, but especially
those who are yet immature or new believers.

True faith is built in the face of failure, trusting God is a
posture, not an experience because we all can believe God
and still fail in the face of faith.
In one breath the disciples say we will never disown you
Jesus, Peter takes it upon himself to say, "If everyone else
quits and turns their back on you, I won’t."
How many times have you made statements like that or
heard people say these types of things to you and very
shortly after they do something very different.
Jesus is in the worse state of his life and those who said
we will never disown you, are sleep. Jesus ask the question:
"Could you not pray with me for one hour?"

Many times your faith will require you to go through some
challenges alone, everyone will let you down and it is up to
you to know then that God is faithful to his word.
This is when your faith is required to get you through your
struggle and grow for your next chapter.

Matthew 26:69-75
69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant
girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she
said.
70 But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what
you're talking about," he said.

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw
him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with
Jesus of Nazareth."
72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!"
73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter
and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives
you away."
74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he
swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a
rooster crowed.

75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:
"Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times."
And he went outside and wept bitterly.
The bible says that Peter failed and wept bitterly because
he presumed that his faith was in a certain place.
It is interesting that many times the people who talk the
most about who they are, their commitment, and
faithfulness when tested fall apart.
The bible says by your words, you will be justified and by
your words you will be condemned.
The truth is Peter’s heart was in the right place but his faith
was to weak to back up his words.

Matthew 16:20-24
20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no
man that he was Jesus the Christ.
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his
disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised again the third day.
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying,
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me,
Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not
the things that be of God, but those that be of men.
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me.
KJV
Time and time again, Peter put his foot in his mouth, he was
quick to make statements about what he thought was his
relationship with Jesus. He had zeal, passion, but he lacked
the wisdom, knowledge, and experience to walk it out.

In an attempt to declare his commitment to Jesus, he did
not realize that he was being used as an agent of Satan.
It is important to note that Satan easily uses the immature
to infiltrate and do damage in the kingdom of God.
Immature believers are in many ways worse than sinners,
sinners fight against God, and do damage to themselves,
immature Christians are in the kingdom but still easily
influenced by unauthorized authority.

Luke 22:31-33
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee,
both into prison, and to death.

It is Satan’s desire to sift every immature believer, every
believer who has underdeveloped faith, and never allow
them to grow and mature their faith.
Satan does not want you to be converted, converted does
not mean saved, it means converted to a place of maturity
in faith, while he hates the fact that you are born again.
Satan is even more afraid of the fact that you might
actually grow up, mature and become someone who will
expand.

Why?
He knows then you become a real threat.
He knows you have the strength to expand his kingdom.
He knows that he has lost you forever.
He really is afraid that you will wake up and find out who
you are for real.
Your faith has to be tried at different levels in order to
grow and many times your faith is tried in obscurity.

1 Samuel 17:33-37
33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against
this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth,
and he a man of war from his youth.
34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's
sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb
out of the flock:
35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it
out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught
him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.

36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he
hath defied the armies of the living God.
37 David said moreover, The Lord that delivered me out of
the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will
deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said
unto David, Go, and the Lord be with thee.

