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2 Out of every five children are growing up without their fathers, about 17
million children
Homeless girls have one thing in common, they all come from fatherless
homes
According to the center for disease control
90% of all homeless and run-away girls come from fatherless homes
70% are high school drop outs
63% of teen suicides
The data tells us that fathers are vital even though laws and society
continue to devalue the father, making it difficult for fathers to be in their
children’s life
30 years ago, a leading child Psychologist Michael Lamb says fathers are
the forgotten contributors to child development yet researchers have
found that children that have fathers active in their lives have stronger
cognitive and motor skills, elevated physical and mental health, are
better problem solvers, and are more confident, curious, and empathetic.

Main contributors to fatherlessness is divorce and out of wedlock births,
every 13 seconds someone gets divorced 2.5 million
More than 40% babies are born out of wedlock each year 1.5
Family court is one of the critical places where fathers are at a
disadvantage.
Solidified in the tender years doctrine which mandated that children
under 4 be awarded to mothers until the 80’s
It took until 2017 a presumption was full joint custody the best a father
could expect was every other weekend and maybe a dinner in between
This long-standing bias against fathers still Occurs enforcement custody,
child support ruling, and paternity loss
Number of kids growing without dad still growing 1960-2016 Percentage
from 8 to 23 percent

Maternity laws: once custody is established it is illegal for a
father to remove a child and yet in all 50 states a woman can
become pregnant keep the information from the father, leave
the fathers name off the birth certificate and never tell the
father and this is legal
A woman can knowingly list the wrong father on a birth certificate
and the man is obligated to be responsible for a child that is not
his while the real father never meets their chilld
Fathers make the effort to be in the child’s life
Mothers don’t interfere with the relationships
Children seek out a relationship with your father
1,000 Fatherless Children were murdered in 2021
3,000 Died from drugs
3,200 committed suicides
14,000 who were incarcerated

1 Kings 3:5-14
5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.
6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David
my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in
truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with
thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou
hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.
7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king
instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know
not how to go out or come in.
8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou
hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor
counted for multitude.
9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge
thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who
is able to judge this thy so great a people?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had
asked this thing.
11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this
thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast
asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine
enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to
discern judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have
given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee
shall any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not
asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be
any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes
and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then
I will lengthen thy days.

It is clear as we read the text that Solomon was enshrouded
with issues of trauma, having a history of being the second
son of an extramarital affair after his brother died at child
birth.
What it must have been like for Solomon to be raised in a
culture of scandal, (although his mother was eventually
married to David) the stain of her entanglement with David
and the loss of a husband who was murdered by her now
husband and son of a father who The Bible names 19 sons
and one daughter belonging to King David, who had at least
seven wives and many concubines?
It is unknown exactly how many children King David
fathered.

As usual in families with many offspring, there was a lot of
animosity between David’s sons. David is always caught in
the middle of their rivalry.
Absalom and Adonijah tried to steal their own father’s
throne; they were both immature, arrogant, and prideful.

Matthew 10:34-38
34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to
send peace, but a sword.
35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her
mother in law.
36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.
37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not
worthy of me.

2 Samuel 13:10-15
10 And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat into the
chamber, that I may eat of thine hand. And Tamar took
the cakes which she had made, and brought them into
the chamber to Amnon her brother.
11 And when she had brought them unto him to eat, he
took hold of her, and said unto her, Come lie with me,
my sister.
12 And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force
me; for no such thing ought to be done in Israel: do not
thou this folly.
13 And I, whither shall I cause my shame to go? and as
for thee, thou shalt be as one of the fools in Israel. Now
therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; for he will
not withhold me from thee.

14 Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: but, being
stronger than she, forced her, and lay with her.
15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the hatred
wherewith he hated her was greater than the love
wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon said unto her,
Arise, be gone.
Speaking of family drama there is not a reality show that
can match the conflicts and drama that took place in
David’s family.
While in religion we try to project the leave it to Beaver
sitcom when it comes to family, we try to be the Huxtables,
and the picture of perfection seen on church fans from the
funeral home, many times this is not the case.

From Biblical accounts it is believed that Solomon had
around 700 wives and 300 affairs. Some of his wives among
others were foreign princesses and Pharaoh's daughter.
He was a prolific author and created a large gamut of work.
His writings include, ‘The Book of Proverbs’, ‘Ecclesiastes’,
‘Song of Solomon’ and ‘Book of the Wisdom of Solomon’.
It is difficult for the religious mind to comprehend how
David was considered by Solomon his son a man of truth
and righteousness.
A man of uprightness of heart is Solomon’s assessment.

Solomon shows a great level of wisdom and humility when
he admits that he is only a child, immature, without
experience, or the skill to manage and lead God’s people.
He is clear about his inability to lead the people properly
and conduct himself as a king.
Solomon’s strength comes in the form of his ability to
know his limitations and inadequacies he recognizes that
these are God’s people and that he needs and depends on
an infusion of God’s word and knowledge working in him to
be successful at what God is called to do.

It is amazing that so many of us that say we are called of
God do not have the exposure, access to resources, the
influence of King like David and yet we depend on our own
abilities to do what it is that God has called us to do.
We depend on our association with other people, our skills,
gifts, talents, ability to preach, marketing skills, social media
likes and shares, and yet we demonstrate know real power.

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether
in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I
cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the
third heaven.
3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)
4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter.
5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory,
but in mine infirmities.
6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool;
for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man
should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or
that he heareth of me.

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest
I should be exalted above measure.
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me.
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me.
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong.

The apostle Paul like Solomon, found the secret of experiencing
the power of God by recognizing his weakness and allowing God
to step into his void and make him by his spirit.
When is the last time we asked God for Wisdom, Mercy,
Discernment, the ability to make good decisions, and a true
love for God’s people

1 Kings 3:10-14
10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had
asked this thing.
11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing,
and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked
riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but
hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have
given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there
was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any
arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not
asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be
any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and
my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will
lengthen thy days.

