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On an episode of The First 48, a young man was taken
into police custody for questioning and proceeded to
waive his right to silence and the assistance of a lawyer.
While in questioning, the man was asked about a young
man who was shot 6 months ago named Marcus. He
proceeded to tell the detective, "and the one I shot is
named Mike." Clearly, this young man. in his ignorance,
self-snitched because his own words were now a part of
the record and on film. He saved the taxpayers a lot of
money even when he could not save himself.

Luke 1:18-20
18 And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know
this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in
years.
19 And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel,
that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak
unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.
20 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak,
until the day that these things shall be performed,
because thou believest not my words, which shall be
fulfilled in their season.

In this case, we see that Zacharias, a godly man, for the
most part, was filled with unbelief. It is also clear that his
tongue was silenced as a result of his unbelief. I really do
believe that the correlation between our unbelief and
speaking it out of our mouths always has a devastating
effect on our prophetic future.
In Numbers, the 11th Chapter, the children of Israel
complained and spoke negatively against the manner that
the Lord provided. They spoke out of the lust for meat.
They provoked Moses to argue about his role in leading
the people but at some point, the people got what they
spoke but the consequences were devastating.

Numbers 11:31-34
31 And there went forth a wind from the Lord , and brought
quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it
were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's
journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it
were two cubits high upon the face of the earth.
32 And the people stood up all that day, and all that night,
and all the next day, and they gathered the quails: he that
gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them
all abroad for themselves round about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it
was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled against the
people, and the Lord smote the people with a very great
plague.
34 And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah:
because there they buried the people that lusted.

Isaiah does not hide the fact that there is a season of Jesus’
life where he opened not his mouth.
It is a dangerous thing to open our mouths when we are in
deep pain or anger.
Speaking out of our wounds and anger can result in tragic
occurrences.
To silence our voice in these times could be a matter of life
or death, especially when we are speaking from a bitter,
hateful, selfish, and destructive place.
Proverbs says there is a time to speak and a time to be
silent. It is not just what you say, it is how you say it and
where you say it.

Some things should be preserved for your therapist and not
spoken to your loved one or someone who is personally
connected to you.
There is a time and place for everything.

Isaiah 53:7-12
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not
his mouth.
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the
land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he
stricken.
9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich
in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was
any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to
grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

Isaiah 53:7-12
11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be
satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant
justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and
he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath
poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with
the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.

Acts 8:32-33

32 The place of the scripture which he read was this, He
was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb
before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:
33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and
who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from
the earth.

Matthews 26:59-63

59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council,
sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;
60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came,
yet found they none. At the last came two false witnesses,
61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the
temple of God, and to build it in three days.
62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest
thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee?
63 But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered
and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou
tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.

It is sad that the religious leaders of Jesus’ day tried to get
him to speak so that they could entrap him with his own
words.
Not only that, but they sought out people who would lie and
bare false witness against Jesus.
Notice though that Jesus was never compelled to speak to
their attempts because he was clear about who he was and
what he was sent to do.
We should learn this lesson that wasting energy trying to
convince someone is a clear indication that they may not
know who they are.
Our responsibility is to know who we are and to be
grounded in our identity in Christ.

Matthew 27:11-15
11 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor
asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus
said unto him, Thou sayest.
12 And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders,
he answered nothing.
13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many
things they witness against thee?
14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the
governor marvelled greatly.
15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto
the people a prisoner, whom they would.

We can see that the same response comes to the political
leaders of that day.
Jesus refused to indict himself before both the religious and
the political leaders.
Jesus understood that his silence was key to his assignment.

John 14:30-31
30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of
this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.
31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and
as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise,
let us go hence.

Jesus shows his discipline through his silence and his ability
to know when it was time to embrace silence.
The enemy is an accuser of the brethren and he will use
every word to attempt to condemn and disqualify Jesus.
The enemy wants information he can use to destroy your life
and legacy.
You have to know that your mouth can give away
information that should be classified.
There are three levels of classification top-secret, secret,
and confidential.

Top-secret should only be shared with someone who is at a
higher level or the same classification as you.
The redemption of man and how it would unfold was top
secret and only revealed to the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost.

1 Corinthians 2:7-12
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world
unto our glory:
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had
they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory.
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him.
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

1 Corinthians 2:7-12
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things
that are freely given to us of God.

There are some things that God has for you that he can only
reveal when you become mature enough to handle it.
Jesus says I have many things to share with you but you are
not yet able to handle it.
Paul says, “I want to share some information with you but I
must stay silent because you are not able to handle it.”

Hebrew 5:11-14
11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be
uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need that one teach you again which be the first principles
of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of
milk, and not of strong meat.
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of
righteousness: for he is a babe.
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil

Isaiah 45:2-6

2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places
straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in
sunder the bars of iron:
3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden
riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the
Lord, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.
4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have
even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though
thou hast not known me.
5 I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God
beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me:
6 That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from
the west, that there is none beside me. I am the Lord, and
there is none else.

