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James 3:1-3
1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall
receive the greater condemnation.
2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in
word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the
whole body.
3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may
obey us; and we turn about their whole body.

James here reminds us that the tongue of a person
advertises and reveals the level of immaturity or maturity
that a person possesses.
He points out that those who carry influence from
leadership positions will be judged more harshly by the
words that they use to influence others.
James emphasizes the fact that a person who does not
control their tongue cannot control or manage their life.
The tongue is not a large portion of our body but it can
influence and control a much larger body.

The illustration he uses here is a very small bit in the mouth
of a large beast, such as a horse.
It is the responsibility of the owner of the horse to control
the behavior and movements of the horse.
The owner must train and manage the horse by the bit
placed in the beast’s mouth.
We as believers have a responsibility to train and discipline
our tongue so that we are able to control the behavior and
actions in our lives.

James 3:4-12

4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and
are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a
very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.
5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole
body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set
on fire of hell.
7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents,
and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of
mankind:
8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full
of deadly poison.

James 3:4-12

9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith
curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.
10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing.
My brethren, these things ought not so to be.
11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water
and bitter?
12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a
vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and
fresh.

Verse 5 summarizes the point of these illustrations. Like the
bit for the horse and the rudder for the ship, the tongue is
small in relation to the body, yet has powerful potential to
achieve great results, both good and bad. It can stir up
violence or promote peace.
It can crush the spirit or soothe the discouraged. If the
tongue could personally express itself, it could legitimately
boast of its great exploits.
Verse 5b shows that an uncontrolled tongue is a source of
great destruction. Just as a little flame can destroy a huge
forest, a small misuse of the tongue can cause pain and
agony to many.
The tongue can produce ruin and may represent the
presence of a vast system of iniquity within our body. Within
this body, the tongue can produce

First, it can corrupt the whole person. It is a source of
pollution and defilement for the entire personality.
Second, it sets the whole course of his life on fire. Course
may also mean “wheel.” Life may refer to “birth,” “origin,” or
“existence.” A misused tongue may affect the cycle of life
from birth onward!
Third, the tongue is itself set on fire by hell. This describes
Satan’s influence on the tongue.
The tongue is like a thermostat a little gadget that can
change the whole atmosphere of a room
The tongue can bring peace, joy, and harmony to an
atmosphere and on the other hand the tongue can bring
strife, stress, and an environment that is full of disorder

Proverbs 13:3
3 He who guards his mouth preserves his life,
But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.
Proverbs explains that your life is tied to your mouth;
and a big mouth leads to destruction.

Psalm 64:1-3

1 Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from
fear of the enemy.
2 Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the
insurrection of the workers of iniquity:
3 Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows
to shoot their arrows, even bitter words:

Luke 19:20-27
20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy
pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:
21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou
takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou
didst not sow.
22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I
judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an
austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping
that I did not sow:
23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank,
that at my coming I might have required mine own with
usury?

Luke 19:20-27
24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the
pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.
25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)
26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall
be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath
shall be taken away from him.
27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should
reign over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.
Jesus declares that the man would be judged according
to his own testimony. The end result of his words
condemned him, his admission of fear and failure to
respond responsibly caused him to lose what little he
had.

Matthew 12:36-37
36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of
judgment.
37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned.

Matthew 22:15-21

15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they
might entangle him in his talk.
16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the
Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and
teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any
man: for thou regardest not the person of men.
17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give
tribute unto Caesar, or not?
18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why
tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?
19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a
penny.
20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and
superscription?
21 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then saith he unto them,
Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's;
and unto God the things that are God's.

Matthew 8:5-10
5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came
unto him a centurion, beseeching him,
6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the
palsy, grievously tormented.
7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.
8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy
that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the
word only, and my servant shall be healed.
9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me:
and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another,
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he
doeth it.
10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that
followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great
faith, no, not in Israel.

