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Genesis 50:17-22
17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the
trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto
thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the
servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when
they spake unto him.
18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face;
and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.
19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the
place of God?
20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to
save much people alive.

Genesis 50:17-22
21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your
little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto
them.
22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house:
and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years.

Here we see Joseph at the pentacle of his maturity and life.
God allowed us to look at his process of personal growth.
Joseph in his immaturity was spoiled, entitled, and selfish in
his father’s house.
Notice we see in his maturity a strong spirit of reconciliation
and forgiveness.
We see the pain and his weeping over the condition of his
relationship with his brothers.
Joseph in his maturity makes a powerful statement “…For am
I in the place of God?”
He is able to interpret what evil came to him, for his
brothers were going to be used for his good because
nothing is impossible with God.

Many people are going to be saved as a result of what I have
been through. Joseph here is a type of Jesus, redeemer,
reconciler, and savior. Through his suffering, a nation is
saved and preserved.
He says. “I will nourish you and your children and make sure
that they are comforted.”
It is so important to be able to see things from a mature
perspective. It is not what happens to us but the way we see
it.
The way we see it affects our response, affects our growth,
and determines our success.
This why it does not pay to remain childish and immature
because to do so means that purpose cannot be fulfilled.

1 Corinthians 13:11-12
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a
child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put
away childish things.
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to
face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I
am known.

Romans 5:3-5
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing
that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us.

The only way to glory in tribulation is to understand what it
is designed to do.
Without the proper knowledge and understanding,
tribulation will have a negative effect on your growth rather
than a positive.
It is not tribulation, it is how you handle tribulation that
becomes the issue.

1. Tribulation worketh patience – Faith requires patience,
the ability to wait for the actual manifestation of the
promise. Faith understands that there is an appointed
time for what you believe and patience must be built.
Abraham waited for a hundred years before he had the
promise seed.
2. Patience allows us to have both good and bad
experiences. It help us to apply what we have learned
from both the good and the bad as well as the right and
the wrong.
3. Patience is hope that what we went through was not in
vain and that God’s promise will prevail over our
experiences.
4. Hope helps us to overcome shame, negativity, and the
ability to trust God’s word rather than our own faults
and failures.

2 Corinthians 4:15-18
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace
might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the
glory of God.
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory;
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Paul says we don’t faint in the face of an outward man that
is continuously perishing but on the inside. In the inward
man we are renewed day after day.
At our worse, our affliction fades like the grass and the
flower it produces. It is but a moment in the face of eternity.
The flesh is temporal, but our spirit is eternal. God would
never let a moment destroy his ultimate purpose for our
lives.

James 1:1-4
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations;
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience.
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be
perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Paul admonishes us to learn that in our maturity we make
an intentional decision to count it all joy when we fall into
diverse temptations.
Diverse means many different temptations; it means to fall
at different times and in different ways.
Let patience do a perfecting, maturing, and a lasting benefit
so that I can be complete and lacking nothing.

1 Peter 5:10-11
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Romans 8:27-28
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the
saints according to the will of God.
28 And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to
his purpose.

