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Luke 1:5-14
5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a
certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and
his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth.
6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.
7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren,
and they both were now well stricken in years.
8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's
office before God in the order of his course,
9 According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was
to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.

Luke 1:5-14
10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying
without at the time of incense.
11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord
standing on the right side of the altar of incense.
12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear
fell upon him.
13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a
son, and thou shalt call his name John.
14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall
rejoice at his birth.

As we study growth and development, there are so many
parallels that we see between the natural progression of
biblical examples that we can use to learn and grow from
today.
Think about it: God does not respect persons but has
extended his love to anyone who would be willing to receive
it.
Elizabeth, as it is with other women, had prominent children
to come out of barrenness.
This theme runs throughout the Bible. It is clear that God
looks upon those who are barren, the minority, and those
who are looked down upon to show himself and his
character through those who are rejected.

Sarah was barren and stricken in age, yet Abraham
establishes a covenant with mankind.
Rebekah - wife of Isaac
Racheal - wife of Jacob
Hannah - wife of Elcana
All of these women, including Elizabeth and Mary mother of
Jesus, were married to prominent men who brought forth
children who had great purpose and destiny.
This should be comforting to all of us who have felt as
though we are placed in a very difficult set of circumstances
in life.

God loves and sent his Son for the lost, the blind, the poor,
sick, and hopeless.
It is clear that God saves hurting people through hurting
people; the same connection Christ has with us being
touched by the feeling of our infirmities.

Hebrews 4:15-16
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.
The connection between the saved and the lost is the
infirmities that both of them share.
To be chosen for God’s service is clearly an indication that
the favor of God is on your life.

Luke 1:30-37
30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast
found favour with God.
31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.
32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of
his father David:
33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of
his kingdom there shall be no end.
34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I
know not a man?

Luke 1:30-37
35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived
a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her,
who was called barren.
37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.

The angel declares to Mary that the favor of God is upon her
and therefore she has been chosen for the purpose of
bringing forth the son of God.
The favor of God on our lives often times stirs up enmity of
those who have not realized God’s favor.

Matthew 24:9-13
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill
you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.
10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one
another, and shall hate one another.
11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many.
12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold.
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved.

John 15:17-20
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you.
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of
the world, therefore the world hateth you.
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is
not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will
keep yours also.

Luke 1:39-47

39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill
country with haste, into a city of Juda;
40 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted
Elisabeth.
41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and
Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:
42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.
43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me?
44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in
mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.
45 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a
performance of those things which were told her from the
Lord.
46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Once again, the key to growth is the understanding that we
all were barren due to sin. All of us come from the same
experiences in life, trauma, hurt, pain, disappointments, and
the result of sin.
This is why the community of kingdom is so important
because we have a network of people who are supposed to
understand and relate to our journey in Christ.
Mary found someone who had an understanding of what she
was going through. She had someone who could relate to
her; someone who would minister to her and support her
with what she was going on.
Mary was the subject of scandal. She was alone, not even
her husband was able to understand without supernatural
intervention.

They wept together, they rejoiced together, they shared their
testimonies, and they found strength.
This is why it is so important for believers to commit to their
personal and spiritual growth because when we remain
immature we devour, destroy, and condemn one another.
It is just as important for believers to grow up as it is for
sinners to be saved.
If sinners get saved and fail to grow up they hurt the growth
of the kingdom and they become enemies of the cross.

1 Corinthians 3:1-3
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual,
but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye
were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk
as men?

As we can see here, the greatest threat to the kingdom is not
the sinners, it is the immature believers that refuse to
become responsible disciples.
They create chaos in the church, instability, divisions, and
pettiness. All those things that are the nature of the world
now have invaded the church through immature Christians.
They hinder the progress of the church and they hinder the
salvation of believers.
The best way to destroy a house, organization, or church is
from the inside out.

Matthew 23:15-16
15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he
is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than
yourselves.
16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall
swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear
by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!
The Bible is clear that the most dangerous threat to the
kingdom of God is those who refuse to act responsibly to
advance the cause of the cross, and the advancement of the
kingdom.

Matthew 10:33-36

33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also
deny before my Father which is in heaven.
34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came
not to send peace, but a sword.
35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father,
and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in
law against her mother in law.
36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.

Jesus spoke to us the realities of what takes place when we
refuse to take on this path of growth and development.
He addresses the fact that not everyone who is blood has
excepted the responsibility of being washed in the blood.
On the other hand, there are those who have matured and
excepted the responsibility of the kingdom.

Romans 15:1-2

1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of
the weak, and not to please ourselves.
2 Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to
edification.
At the communion table all of us, like Mary and Elizabeth,
should meet at the table.
No judgement at the table, no strife at the table, no big I’s
and little u’s at the table.
We all have sinned and come short of the glory of God but
thank God for the table set before us.

