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2 Corinthians 12:1-4
1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to
visions and revelations of the Lord.
2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether
in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I
cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the
third heaven.
3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;)
4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

Paul is known as one of the greatest New Testament persons
dedicated to building the Church, especially as it relates to
the Gentiles or non-Jews.
He authors 13 books of the New Testament Bible.
He is believed to have signed off on Stephen’s death before
his conversion.
Although Paul never saw Jesus physically, his claim to
apostleship was authenticated through his vision and
revelations of the Lord.
Paul is believed to be talking about himself when he
explains that 14 years prior he was caught up in the 3rd
heaven where he was in a level of paradise and heard and
saw things that were not lawful to utter.

Paul is clear about the fact that his revelations could have
caused him to be over-confident and prideful if he did not
have the maturity to understand the gravity of having such
exposure to the presence of God.
As I have mentioned before, I believe this is indeed one of
the key steps that promotes development and growth.
His ability to discern between what he has from God:
gifts, revelations, access to his presence, and his status.
The balance in being self-aware with his natural
imperfections, which he identifies as infirmities.

2 Corinthians 12:5-7
5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory,
but in my infirmities.
6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for
I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should
think of me above that which he seethe me to be, or that he
heareth of me.
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest
I should be exalted above measure.

He is just as much aware of what his handicaps and
weaknesses are as he is the power of the spirit within him.
He says that this messenger of Satan comes to trouble him
like a thorn in his flesh so that he would not get above
himself.
He is worried by this thorn. It causes him great discomfort.
He has gone before the Lord 3 times and asks for it to be
removed but God extends his grace instead of its extraction.

2 Corinthians 12:8-10
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me.
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for
my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me.
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong.

Here we see Paul is able to rejoice in God’s grace and not
his revelations and gifts.
He takes pleasure in knowing that God loves him and uses
him in spite of his thorn and he realizes this is where God
shows himself strong.

2 Corinthians 11:22-30
22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I.
Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am
more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure,
in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the
deep;
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

2 Corinthians 11:22-30
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh
upon me daily, the care of all the churches.
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I
burn not?
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which
concern mine infirmities.

This is why a balanced understanding of the word is so
critically important to spiritual growth and maturity.
Everything in life must have a balance. In the Garden of
Eden, there are two distinct trees, the tree of life and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
There is Cain and Abel who came from the same womb.
Esau and Jacob who came from the same womb.
Paul takes the time out to give us a realistic perspective on
what it means to follow Christ.
He does not preach the unbalanced messages that we hear
today which always puts the emphasis on prosperity,
blessings, and supernatural living.

No one glories because of suffering but we glory in the grace
that gets us through the suffering.
No one wants to suffer in the flesh and yet we must be
prepared to deal with the pain.
Solomon says we must understand that all things have a
time and a season. Seasons don’t last forever, time does not
stand still, and change that makes us uncomfortable will
come for all of us.
Changes in body, changes in mind, changes of environments
and to fight it is not going to change it.

Ecclesiates 3:1-9
1 To everything there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven:
2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck up that which is planted;
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down,
and a time to build up;
4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and
a time to dance;
5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing;

Ecclesiates 3:1-9
6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a
time to cast away;
7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence,
and a time to speak;
8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a
time of peace.
9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he
laboureth?
Lord teach me how to know the seasons and the times and
how to effectively manage each one so that I can continue
to maintain growth and development.

Acts 20:20-25
20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly,
and from house to house,
21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.
22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem,
not knowing the things that shall befall me there:
23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying
that bonds and afflictions abide me.

Acts 20:20-25
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have
gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no
more.

