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Matthew 26:51-54
51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus
stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a
servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear.
52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his
place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the
sword.
53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and
he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of
angels?
54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it
must be?

Once again, we see Jesus’ ability to accomplish the greatest
mission of humanity, redemption by exemplifying discipline
and maturity rather than emotions and impulse.
Peter’s response is impulsive, immature and could have had
devastating consequences had not Jesus intervened and
repaired the damage that was done.
Jesus, in his maturity, uses this moment as a teaching
moment: when you live through violence you die as a result
of violence.
He teaches Peter that he has an obligation to the scripture
and not to his own desire and will.

Jesus has been consistent after his last episode of immature
behavior when he was in the temple impressing the lawyers
and the doctors instead of being with his parents.
After a period of silence in scripture concerning Jesus, we
see him arrive on the scene in his mature years going to
fulfill his first obligation of baptism in the Jordan on John
the Baptist’s authority.
Maturity is reinforced by his obedience to the scripture and
those who had rule over him, not by force but because he
submitted to what was right.
The second incident that reveals Jesus’ maturity was the
wilderness experience. He willingly went to demonstrate his
maturity and authority in spite of Satan’s attempts to get
him to disobey God.

Maturity is seen in the ability to handle the scripture in the
face of his temptation and to know how to effectively handle
Satan by his use of the scripture.
Time and time again, we see Jesus demonstrate his level of
maturity through his obedience, submission, and discipline
in the face of great pressure and adversity.

John 10:15-18
15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father:
and I lay down my life for the sheep.
16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down
my life, that I might take it again.
18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.
This commandment have I received of my Father.

True maturity is always an act of a decision, it is intentional,
it always looks at a purpose, and the overall best decision
that allows God’s will to be the focus.
Notice, Jesus is careful to explain that, “I lay down my life for
the sheep.”
He has sheep that need him that are not of Jewish descent.
He is not manipulated, he is not forced, but the true origin
of his decision to lay down his life is his love for his sheep,
even those who have not come into the fold.
No one takes his life, which would imply that he is a victim,
that he his become a slave to someone else and that he has
surrendered his sovereignty and rights to someone else.

No one takes his life, which would imply that he is a victim,
that he his become a slave to someone else and that he has
surrendered his sovereignty and rights to someone else.
But instead, he operates from a place of power, the power of
his will, the power of his choice, and the power of love that
is always promoting that freedom to exercise our will.
If I have the power to lay down my life then I also have the
power to take it up again.

John 15:11-14
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might
remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I
have loved you.
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

Love is then demonstrated when we do it because it is out
of true commitment to another.
Love is not a word, it is a living organism that responds with
action.
God is not moved by our words he is moved by our response
to his words.
If you say you love God and you are not laying down
anything for him then our words are empty.
The question becomes, what have you laid down?

Have we laid down our time?
Have we laid down our finance?
Have we laid down our service?
Have we laid down our sacrifice?
What have we laid down for the benefit of the God we say
we truly love?
Remember we already know what Christ laid down, the
question is what have you laid down?

Matthew 26:37-42

37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.
38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful,
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me.
39 And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and
prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them
asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with
me one hour?
41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying,
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I
drink it, thy will be done.

Jesus’ love caused him to operate and move towards his
ultimate death through sorrow.
Jesus at his worst human experience did not have any human
support.
Jesus expresses his desire to somehow escape this painful
death.
He recognizes that the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.
Yet, he chooses to accept the cup not because he has too but
because of his love, he chooses to.
Your love for God or anyone else is not proven in the things
you want to do but in the things you don’t want to do but you
do it anyway.

Matthew 28:18-20
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.

Jesus demonstrates that pain produces power.
Obedience produces power.
Sacrifice produces power.
True love produces power.
Suffering produces power.

Philippians 3:9-11
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of
the dead.

