Increase

WHAT WOULD
JESUS DO?
BISHOP FELTON HAWKINS

Matthew 2:1-3
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

Many times, new believers do not understand how
desperate the enemy is to destroy you at your most
vulnerable time in your life infancy or immaturity.
Satan hates your potential; he is aware of how dangerous
you are once you become aware of who you are in Christ
and who Christ is in you.
His assignment is to destroy you before you become aware
of who you are. He is an expert in reminding you of your
weaknesses, failures, struggles, sins, and anything that
distracts you from becoming who you are in Christ
Believe me, Satan is more afraid of you than you will ever be
of him and he cannot afford to let you become aware.
This is why as a born-again believer, a babe in Christ, we
have to take our growth seriously.

Matthew 2:7-8
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search
diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him,
bring me word again, that I may come and worship him
also.

Satan is shrewd and strategic by any means necessary to get
you to be a victim of his deception and lies.
Satan is a master deceiver; his strength is in the deception
seen in the Garden of Eden when he deceived Eve.
He operates on the fear factor, he creates and promotes
illusions of things that promote fear.

Matthew 2:11-15
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.
12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should
not return to Herod, they departed into their own country
another way.
13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take
the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be
thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the
young child to destroy him.

Matthew 2:11-15
14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother
by night, and departed into Egypt:
15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

On the other side of things God shows the support of both
the average and the elite in support of Jesus during his
season of immaturity.
They supported Jesus with finances; they worshipped and
acknowledged him as king of the Jews.
The heart of Herod is revealed by God that Herod’s
intentions are not good for Christ and that he ultimately
intends to destroy Jesus, given the opportunity.
Not only that, but Jesus is covered by his parents and
protected by those who were mature around him.
They removed Jesus from a hostile environment and placed
him in an environment that would be beneficial to him.

When we are babes in Christ and immature, our environment
is important.
We have to be wise enough to avoid environments and
influences that will move us away from our relationship with
God.
Too many times new believers go back to environments that
tend to influence them away from their faith and learning to
grow.
Every born-again believer needs a season of sanctification, a
time where they stay out of toxic environments, practice new
disciplines like prayer, fasting, intense Bible study, praise and
worship, and special training and teaching for their
development.
We need a chance to detox and get away from those
influences that the enemy uses to keep us from growth.

Matthew 2:16-23
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time
which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.
17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the
prophet, saying,
18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.
19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt.
20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother,
and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought
the young child's life.

Matthew 2:16-23
21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother,
and came into the land of Israel.
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in
the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither:
notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned
aside into the parts of Galilee:
23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He
shall be called a Nazarene.

Believe it or not, your enemy is not happy about your new
life in Christ. Jesus says “The thief comes but to kill, steal,
and destroy but I have come that you might have life more
abundantly.”
Look at the pain and hurt the enemy causes to people
because he does not want the kingdom to advance.
Look at the lamentation and weeping caused by the enemy’s
attempt to destroy young immature Christians.
As new Christians, be prepared to lose some friends, be
prepared to run into some carnal baby Christians. But
remember, you cannot afford to let yourself be offended
and removed from your purpose.

Matthew 3:11-17
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am
not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire:
12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him.
14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of
thee, and comest thou to me?
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now:
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he
suffered him.

Matthew 3:11-17
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him:
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

Look at Jesus as he reveals himself. Around 30 years old he
immediately understands the need to submit to God’s
delegated authority.
He is not forced, he willingly submits himself to John’s
baptism understanding that in order to fulfill the law he
must comply with the law.
This is one of the only times God himself announces his
pleasure with Jesus.
Obedience is better than sacrifice.
It is not what you do it is the context in which you do it.
It matters that we commit to the will and plan of God for our
lives even when it requires us to humble ourselves and
become as servants.

Romans 5:19-21
19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made
sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous.
20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.
But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:
21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ
our Lord.

1 Corinthians 10:9-13
9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted,
and were destroyed of serpents.
10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and
were destroyed of the destroyer.
11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of the world are come.
12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.
13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it.

