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Hebrews 5:7-9
7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto
him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in
that he feared;
8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered;
9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him;

1 Samuel 17:58-18:3
58 And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, thou young
man? And David answered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse
the Bethlehemite.
18
1 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of
speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with
the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
2 And Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more
home to his father's house.
3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he
loved him as his own soul.

Once again, we see David model the path to maturity
through his actions and behavior.
We found out last week that growth is a result of David’s
obedience, service, and attitude:
1.He served his father taking care of the sheep
2.He served king Saul as a musician and armor bearer
3.He served his brothers by taking them lunch at his
father’s request
4.He served his country by eliminating the giant Goliath
Now we see him back in the service of the king.

1 Samuel 18:6-9
6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was
returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the
women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing,
to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with
instruments of musick.
7 And the women answered one another as they played,
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten
thousands.
8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him;
and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands,
and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can
he have more but the kingdom?
9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward.

We see that David received favor from the people and
appreciation for the fact that he had been key to defeating
Israel’s enemies.
While it appears that Saul would have shared the same
appreciation for David’s service, it turns out to be quite the
contrary.
Saul’s fondness of David quickly turns to jealously as the
women in Israel celebrate David and compares him to Saul.
David has now entered the second phase of his growth
process to independence. He has been removed from his
father’s house and now stands alone as he moves closer to
the throne.

1 Samuel 18:10-15
10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit
from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of
the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times:
and there was a javelin in Saul's hand.
11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David
even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his
presence twice.
12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with
him, and was departed from Saul.
13 Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his
captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in
before the people.
14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the
Lord was with him.
15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very
wisely, he was afraid of him.

We see that Saul is wrestling with an evil spirit. We know
that Saul is aware that his kingdom has been removed by
God even though he still sits on the throne.
Saul is tormented by the fact that his kingdom is
surrounded by enemies that want to destroy Israel.
He knows that David has shown himself a mighty warrior in
defense of Israel and his throne but he is intimidated by
David’s success and the favor he has found with the people.
Why are we surprised that the anointing upon our lives will
provoke the jealousy of the very ones we are called to help?

Joseph’s favor and anointing provoked the jealousy of his
brothers rather than their gratitude and appreciation.
It is interesting that when God chooses you and puts his
favor on you that those who you are called to bless turn on
you to attack the very person God is using to bless them.
Here is where David must behave himself with discipline,
realize who put him in this place, and be mature enough to
stay focused on his assignment rather than the response of
people that now despise him.

1 Samuel 18:25-30
25 And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David, The king
desireth not any dowry, but an hundred foreskins of the
Philistines, to be avenged of the king's enemies. But Saul
thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines.
26 And when his servants told David these words, it pleased
David well to be the king's son in law: and the days were
not expired.
27 Wherefore David arose and went, he and his men, and
slew of the Philistines two hundred men; and David brought
their foreskins, and they gave them in full tale to the king,
that he might be the king's son in law. And Saul gave him
Michal his daughter to wife.

1 Samuel 18:25-30
28 And Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with David,
and that Michal Saul's daughter loved him.
29 And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and Saul
became David's enemy continually.
30 Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it
came to pass, after they went forth, that David behaved
himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul; so that
his name was much set by.

The maturity in David caused him to serve and walk wisely
before the king in spite of the fact that it was Saul’s mission
to destroy David.
Saul sent David on missions in order to make him fail and
get him killed, yet David over-achieved and turned what was
meant to destroy him into another victory.
David practiced the extra mile principle and accomplished
more than was demanded of him.
The fact is that David was head and shoulder above the
others around him that Saul depended on.

1 Samuel 19:6-10
6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul
sware, As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain.
7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him all
those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he
was in his presence, as in times past.
8 And there was war again: and David went out, and fought
with the Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter;
and they fled from him.
9 And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat
in his house with his javelin in his hand: and David played
with his hand.
10 And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the
javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he
smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped
that night.

1 Samuel 20:1-2
1 And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said
before Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine iniquity?
and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my
life?
2 And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die:
behold, my father will do nothing either great or small, but
that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this
thing from me? it is not so.

1 Samuel 24:4-7
4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of
which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine
enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it
shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off
the skirt of Saul's robe privily.
5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote
him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt.
6 And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I should
do this thing unto my master, the Lord 's anointed, to
stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the
anointed of the Lord .
7 So David stayed his servants with these words, and
suffered them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out
of the cave, and went on his way.

David has been forced to run for his life. His life has been
placed in danger by both his father and his enemies.
David has an occasion to take out vengeance against Saul.
He has him vulnerable in a cave and while his men believe
this is David’s opportunity, David refuses to kill Saul.
David felt guilty for cutting of Saul’s skirt.
He was wise enough to know that Saul was still his master.
He recognized that he was still God’s anointed.
He recognized it would be a mistake to end Saul’s life
because he understood it was bigger than just winning
against a man.
It was about God’s purpose for the kingdom.

