GROW UP!
NO MORE CLAIMING
TO BE A VICTIM
Bishop Felton Hawkins

2 Corinthians 13:5-6
5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
6 But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.

2 Corinthians 13:5-9 (The Message)
5 Test yourselves to make sure you are solid in the faith.
Don't drift along taking everything for granted. Give
yourselves regular checkups. You need firsthand evidence,
not mere hearsay, that Jesus Christ is in you. Test it out. If you
fail the test, do something about it. 6 I hope the test won't
show that we have failed. 7 But if it comes to that, we'd rather
the test showed our failure than yours. 8 We're rooting for the
truth to win out in you. 9 We couldn't possibly do otherwise.

1 Peter 5:8-10
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that
are in the world.
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a
while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Growth, as we have discussed previously, is an intentional
decision made by people who see the value and benefit
of growth.
They know they have purpose, and growth is essential in
order to fulfill that purpose.
They have counted the cost that this purpose will require.

Luke 14:25-33
25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he
turned, and said unto them,
26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters,
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come
after me, cannot be my disciple.
28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth
not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have
sufficient to finish it?
29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is
not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,

Luke 14:25-33
30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to
finish.
31 Or what king, going to make war against another king,
sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able
with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him
with twenty thousand?
32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he
sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not
all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.

Jesus is very clear about what it truly cost if we are going to
be disciples, which means being growth-minded.
1. Self-denial requires discipline
2. Accepting responsibility
3. Being intentional about what you want to do and
planning accordingly
4. Forsake, follow, submit, obey
Growth requires self-examination.
Growth requires being accountable to oneself and to God.
Growth requires being accountable to oneself that will make
you accountable to someone else.

For example: An athlete trains on 2 levels with his team
during the season and as an individual during off season.
Many Christians do neither. They don’t train with the team
kingdom community and they do not train as individuals
(Bible Study, prayer, fasting, worship, witnessing).
This is the reason the kingdom community suffers weakness
and defeat so easily.
Growth requires us to be sober. Sober means to be discipline,
alert, aware, and clear in thinking.
Be Vigilant – actively engaged
Know that you have an enemy who wants nothing more than
to devour you and to exterminate the gifts and purpose of
God in your life.

Peter says after that ye have suffered a while, make you
perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you (1 Peter 5:10).
Peter says the process looks like this:
1. First stage is suffering stage
2. Maturity comes out of suffering
3. People who are matured become established
4. They are strengthened and strengthen others
5. They are settled, steadfast, and unmovable

1 Corinthians 15:51-58
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed,
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality.
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory?

1 Corinthians 15:51-58
56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the
law.
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.

