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Matthew 18:4-7
4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my
name receiveth me.
6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which
believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.
7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must
needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by
whom the offence cometh!

Jesus teaches that the way to maturity is to understand
and be intentionally aware of your immaturity.
This is not to look at immaturity from a negative
perspective but a necessary stage of life that leads to
maturity.
Immaturity awareness is one of the issues of selfawareness that we must strive to be brutally honest
about as it relates to our condition and position.
The problem with immaturity is not being immature, it is
the failure to realize that you are immature.
Humility requires that we are intentional about becoming
as a little child.

What do we know about a little child that applies to our
journey to maturity ?
A child is intelligent
A child is full of potential
A child is full of gifts
A child learns fast
A child struggles with the challenges and demands
put on them to mature
Jesus says that immature children should be accepted
and embraced.
Jesus gives a strong warning against those who offend or
damage these children.

How we define the word offend in this text?
1. Understanding discipline vs abuse
2. Understanding Micromanagement vs Slave driving
3. Understanding Accountability vs Controlling
4. Understanding the dynamics of community vs, a cult

Matthew 11:25-27
25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.
26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal him.

Jesus declares that the wisdom of God is hid from those
who totally depend on their intellect, status, and stuff to
determine their level of growth.
Notice that babes who are sponges for learning and
knowledge are perfect candidates for revelation and
spiritual insight.
The father reserves his revelation for those who qualify for
that information by becoming life learners, humble, and
submitted.

Mark 10:14-15
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and
said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.
15 Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter
therein.

Jesus was clear that children should not be denied
because it is this spirit that exemplifies the kingdom of
God.
Those who refuse to take on this mindset and attitude will
be denied access to the kingdom of God.
Self-righteousness, pride, and selfish motives will all
become walls that block the purpose and plans of God.

Ephesians 4:14-15
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive;
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in
all things, which is the head, even Christ:

Paul makes it clear that the whole purpose of the church is
to mature believers for the work of the kingdom.
Also, to take the children and develop them to be mature
men and women of God.
Immature Christians are easily destabilized, influenced,
naïve, deceived by those whose intent was never for them
to grow.
Many of us do not understand that it is very profitable to
keep God’s people ignorant.
It is profitable for a few people who have to benefit from
the ignorance of the followers.

It is profitable to feed the flock candy, sweets and milk
because baby Christians will gladly pay for this.
Those who are maturing understand that they need meat;
they need nourishment; and they need what makes them
better, not what makes them feel better.
Mature Christians pay for the truth. They want to grow.
They want to know what it takes for their increase and
benefit.

Mark 14:38-39
38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The
spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.
39 And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the
same words.

1 Corinthians 1:27
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

If you are immature, are you willing to admit it?
Are you self-aware enough to admit that you have not put
a plan in place to grow?
If you determine that you are immature, what are you
willing to do to get back into a place of growth?
You must know where you are and where you want to go.
You must put a plan in place with goals that will help you
start your growth journey.

