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Ephesians 4:11-15
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive;
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in
all things, which is the head, even Christ:

If you are immature, are you willing to admit it?
Are you self-aware enough to admit that you have not put
a plan in place to grow?
If you determine that you are immature, what are you
willing to do to get back into a place of growth?
You must know where you are and where you want to go.
You must put a plan in place with goals that will help you
start your growth journey.

The signs of immaturity in the kingdom community:
Unstable in our commitment
Listen to all kinds of propaganda
Easily deceived by men with wrong motives
Once again, the roll of the church is to promote the
growth of the believer to a place of maturity.
Maturity of the believer means to be able to effectively
and productively function in the work of the ministry.
The church must build up the body of Christ so that it is
healthy and nourished by the word of God.

Signs of maturity in the kingdom community:
Unity
High level of knowledge and wisdom
Sibilance of Christ-like characteristics
Capacity to suffer and sacrifice for the benefit of
the kingdom
They want the truth shared by someone who loves
them

1 Corinthians 2:14-16
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.
15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he
himself is judged of no man.
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

Paul makes it clear that the natural man operates under
the influence of feeling and emotions.
They disregard the truth of the spirit, and they don’t have
the capacity for growth because they are closed-minded,
limited, and narrow.
Spiritually mature people are self-aware, inward looking
and focused on their own development.

Immature people are outward looking. They look for
excuses and flaws in others to justify their own issues.
Mature people accept responsibility.
Immature people pass the buck, blame and responsibility
onto others.
Mature people are open to learn, open to new information,
open to accept the fact that they are wrong, and open to
address the changes they need to make.
Immature people assume that they have the answer
without having true knowledge and information. THEY ARE
CLOSED-MINDED!!!!

1 Corinthians 3:1-3
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto
ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and
walk as men?

Once again Paul is clear that immaturity breeds certain
behaviors that manifest in baby believers that have failed
to mature.
Immature believers are the biggest threat to the forward
advancement of the kingdom.
Immature believers are the biggest hindrance to both
those who are not saved and those who are trying to do
the work of the ministry.
Immature Christians who are not willing to grow are
enemies to the finished work of Christ.

Immature Christians are identified as the ones who make
God sick.
Sinners God loves.
Immature Christians make God sick.
Mature Christians know what it takes to please God.

1 Corinthians 2:14-3:8
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself
is judged of no man.
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may
instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

3
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto
ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

1 Corinthians 2:14-3:8
3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and
walk as men?
4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of
Apollos; are ye not carnal?
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?
6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the
increase.
7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and
every man shall receive his own reward according to his
own labour.

Revelations 3:14-18
14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God;
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would thou wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see.

Revelations 3:14-18
14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of the creation of God;
15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would thou wert cold or hot.
16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest
be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see.

1 Corinthians 3:4-8
4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of
Apollos; are ye not carnal?
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?
6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the
increase.
7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he
that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.
8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and
every man shall receive his own reward according to his
own labour.

