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Matthew 13:33-35
33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom
of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was
leavened.
34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto
them:
35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will
utter things which have been kept secret from the
foundation of the world.

Jesus makes a statement that should shake kingdom
believers to the core when you understand the
nature and effect of leaven or yeast when it is used
in certain environments.
This statement is a challenging statement for those
who are mature and understand the charge given
here in this parable of the leaven.
Jesus shares with us another characteristic of the
kingdom of heaven as it relates to its influence on
people and environments.
Notice that the kingdom has a covert and seamless
influence and effect in and on whatever it is placed.
The influence of the leaven takes over the whole
environment.

If we as believers are operating in the kingdom, we
should exemplify those same characteristics in our
interactions with those who are still bound by sin and
darkness.
So many Christians operate on the opposite strategy by
voicing their belief and making it a point to announce
their position and faith.
True influence is spiritual and has an effect on others
which they themselves are not necessarily aware of
until they experience its impact.
The injection of kingdom influence should be strategic,
with wisdom, and effective by those who possess it.
Jesus warns his disciples to beware of the influence of
leaven and religion of the Pharisees and Sadducees
because of its negative and damaging effect on the
lives of others.

John 17:10-16
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am
glorified in them.
11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in
the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine own name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we are.
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in
thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and
none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the
scripture might be fulfilled.
13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in
the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in
themselves.

John 17:10-16
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath
hated them, because they are not of the world, even as
I am not of the world.
15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world.

Notice, Jesus did not pray that we be raptured or
taken out of this world but that we would be
protected from the evil of this world.
The challenge of believers is how to live in a godless
and evil world without becoming godless and evil
themselves.
The concern that God had with Israel was that they
would become tainted with the worship, traditions,
and behaviors of the land of Canaan.
He warned them that even though they were in a land
of milk and honey that should not be influenced by
the practices of the godless that dwelt in the land.
He also warned them not to marry foreign woman.

1 Kings 11:1-11
1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together
with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the
children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall
they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your
heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.
3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.
4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his
wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his
heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the
heart of David his father.

1 Kings 11:1-11
5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the
Ammonites.
6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord , and went
not fully after the Lord , as did David his father.
7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem,
and for Molech, the abomination of the children of
Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which
burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.
9 And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his
heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which had
appeared unto him twice,

1 Kings 11:1-11
10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that
he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that
which the LORD commanded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, forasmuch as
this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant
and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will
surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy
servant.

2 Corinthians 6:14-18
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness?
15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part
hath he that believeth with an infidel?
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you,
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

Here Paul presents the challenge that Christians
should not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.
He argues that darkness and light, good and evil,
believers and unbelievers should not be yoked
together.
For many Christians this statement posses a problem
because they feel this text disqualifies them from
having anything to do with unbelievers on any level
whether it be social, professional, or otherwise.
But when we study the text, we realize that the key
word is yoked with unbelievers.

What qualifies as an unbeliever? Does this mean an
unbeliever as in a non-Christian or does it mean
someone who does not believe in God period or God’s
principles?
The solution to this challenge is the motives and
purpose for the interaction.
The way the relationship is structured.
The desired outcomes of the relationships.
Boundaries created within the relationship.

Matthew 5:13
13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men.

Hosea 1:2-3 (The Message)

2 The first time God spoke to Hosea he said:
"Find a whore and marry her.
Make this whore the mother of your children.
And here's why: This whole country
has become a whorehouse, unfaithful to me, God."
3 Hosea did it. He picked Gomer daughter of Diblaim.
She got pregnant and gave him a son.

Hosea 3:1-3 (The Message)
1 Then God ordered me, "Start all over: Love your wife
again,
your wife who's in bed with her latest boyfriend, your
cheating wife.
Love her the way I, God, love the Israelite people,
even as they flirt and party with every god that takes
their fancy."
2 I did it. I paid good money to get her back.
It cost me the price of a slave.
3 Then I told her, "From now on you're living with me.
No more whoring, no more sleeping around.
You're living with me and I'm living with you."

