So many people think if they just had money, everything
would be different. What many who do get money suddenly
find out is that things are different—it gets worse. When Jack
Whittaker won the Powerball lottery prize jackpot of over
$314 million on Christmas day 2002, it was, at the time, the
largest prize won by a single winner in US history. Whittaker
was already a successful businessman, but the sudden
windfall proved to be anything but a blessing for his family.
Over the next decade, both his granddaughter and her
boyfriend died from apparent drug overdoses, his daughter
passed away, he was robbed on more than one occasion,
and arrested for driving under the influence. In addition, he
was sued by a number of people and businesses, including
a Caesar’s Atlantic Casino for $1.5 million in bounced checks
to cover gambling losses.

The devil knows we are often susceptible to the temptation
to take shortcuts to try to get rich, but that path always
leads to ruin.
“In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the
revenues of the wicked is trouble.”—Proverbs 15:6

Luke 12:16-21

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground
of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:
17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do,
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?
18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns,
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits
and my goods.
19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be
merry.
20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul
shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided?
21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not
rich toward God.

This parable simply gives us much to consider about
our value and the value of life in itself.
Many will use this as a text that discourages wealth
building and taking a vow of poverty.
Verse 21 that reads, “He that layeth up treasure for
himself and is not rich toward God.”
He didn’t say a person who is rich is poor towards
God. He said when a rich person is more consumed
with his riches than he is his relationship with God,
there is a problem.
The text demonstrates that everyone who has a lot of
material things does not represent true prosperity or
success.

Again, we see the powerful influence of secret
conversations we have with ourselves. “He says to
himself I will pull down my barns. Build greater barns
in which I will store my increase.”
Notice he says nothing about giving to God.
He says nothing about helping others who really need
his assistance.
He says nothing about his purpose in life and how his
money will help him do that.
He only speaks in selfish terms about I, me, and my as
though he is the only one that matters.

Once again, he has this conversation with himself
saying to his own soul, ‘Soul, you have much that you
have accumulated over the many years now, I will
take my ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
This attitude unfortunately is found more in those
who don’t have abundance, good credit, or work ethic.
God’s response is not “well done you really got it
going on, I am so proud of you for all the great things
you accomplish.”
He says, “Sir you are a rich fool, productive fool, and
you are deceived about life and its purpose.”

Luke 12:22-32
22 And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you,
Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for
the body, what ye shall put on.
23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than
raiment.
24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap;
which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth
them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?
25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his
stature one cubit?
26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least,
why take ye thought for the rest?

Luke 12:22-32
27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin
not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.
28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the
field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more
will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?
29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink,
neither be ye of doubtful mind.
30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek
after: and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these
things.
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these
things shall be added unto you.
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.

Jesus brings balance to the issue of personal wealth
and spiritual equity with eternal ramifications.
He says, “We don’t have to fear, because it pleasures
God to give us the kingdom, to provide for us and
balance life.”
When we get abundance the kingdom way, we
maintain the kingdom and the mission of the kingdom
as a priority.
Giving is a priority, mission is a priority, legacy is a
priority, advancing the kingdom.

Luke 12:33-40
33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth
not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;
36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord,
when he will return from the wedding; that when he
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him
immediately.
37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he
cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he
shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and
will come forth and serve them.

Luke 12:33-40
38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in
the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those
servants.
39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had
known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken
through.
40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh
at an hour when ye think not.

Stay in readiness mode - the ability to respond
adequately to a major event, friendly or hostile
In order to stay in readiness, you have to stay in
training.
You must keep your weapons clean and ready to go.
You must keep your bags packed.
You must stay informed.

Judges 7:5-8
5 So he brought down the people unto the water: and
the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of
the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt
thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth
down upon his knees to drink.
6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their
hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all
the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to
drink water.
7 And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred
men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the
Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people
go every man unto his place.

Judges 7:5-8
8 So the people took victuals in their hand, and their
trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man
unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men:
and the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley.

