


21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make
coats of skins, and clothed them.

Genesis 3:13



18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and
wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.
19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the
most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:
20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered
thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.
21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the
persons, and take the goods to thyself.

Genesis 14:18-24 



22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine
hand unto the Lord , the most high God, the possessor of
heaven and earth,
23 That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet,
and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou
shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:
24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the
portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and
Mamre; let them take their portion.

Genesis 14:18-24 



The first indication that we have those sacrifices that
were introduced to mankind was after the fall of Adam
and Eve.
Their attempt to cover their nakedness from God was
futile; and God responded by making coats of animal
skins to cover them properly. 
This means a few animal had to die, blood had to be
spilt, and God had to be pleased with the sacrifice.
We see the first act of tithing as a result of covenant and
not the command of the law. The argument that tithes
are the product of the Old Testament law is erroneous.
While it was enforced under the law, it existed when
man was under the dispensation of conscience.



While Cain and Abel were required to bring a sacrifice
from their work. It is clear that it had to be in alignment
with the first sacrifice accepted by God through the
shedding of blood.
In keeping with the first sacrifice in the Garden, Cain
offered produce from his fields, which God rejected and
ask for a more perfect sacrifice. This require an animal
and the shedding of blood.
Cain’s attitude is a reflection of the attitudes of our day,
the refusal to give God what he requires and insist that
they can worship God with their own made up worship    
to their satisfaction.    



3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought
of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.
4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and
of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and
to his offering:
5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And
Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and
why is thy countenance fallen?

Genesis 4:3-6 



Cain, like many today, resisted what it is that God
required and insisted on giving what they wanted by
their own definition of what should be acceptable to
God. 
We see the first example and model of tithing in
Abraham, the father of faith. Tithe was an act initiated
by faith and not by rules or the law of Moses.
Upon the return of Abraham from the war in the valley,
bringing back the spoils along with his wayward
nephew Lot, Abraham goes to the priest, King of Salem
to offer his tithe. 
Abraham received the blessing from the priest, God’s
representative in the earth, in exchange for the tithe
that he presented in worship.   



It is important that we see that Abraham took no credit
but honored God in his victory.
His tithe showed that he gave God credit and honor for
the victory that he won.
He realized that the blessing of God was God’s favor
over his life and not the material things he possessed. 
He recognizes that he and everything he possessed
belong to God, and that he is only a steward over what
God owns. 
We see what it means to be in covenant with God and
worship him out of relationships.
The idea that tithing’s origin is a result of the law and
commandments is dismissed in a higher principle of
covenant relationship.  



In reality, any relationship that is important to us
requires a mutual commitment for providing for that
relationship.

His response to the king of Sodom was totally opposite
of his response to Melchizedek. 

 

       #1 He wanted nothing from the King of Sodom.
       #2 He wanted to the king of Sodom no credit for the  
            blessings that came from God.
       #3 He rewarded his household with the goods that they 
            deserved.

   -Abraham tithed out of his relationship.
   -Abraham tithed out of his faith.
   -Abraham tithed out of his love for God.
   -Abraham tithed to honor God.



1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most
high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter
of the kings, and blessed him;
2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first
being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after
that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;
3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having
neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like
unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.
4 Now consider how great this man was, unto whom even
the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils.

Hebrews 7:1-12



How great is the man to whom Abraham the father of
faith gave a tenth of his spoils.
Notice that Abraham met with the priest before he met
with the king. 
Notice all the priest and Levites came from the loins of
the father of faith Abraham
Before works came faith before the law enforced the
tithe Faith offered up the tithes



5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive
the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to take
tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their
brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham:
6 But he whose descent is not counted from them received
tithes of Abraham, andblessed him that had the promises.
7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the
better.

Hebrews 7:1-12



15 But the Melchizedek story provides a perfect analogy:
Jesus, a priest like Melchizedek, 16 not by genealogical
descent but by the sheer force of resurrection life — he
lives! —  17 "priest forever in the royal order of
Melchizedek." 18 The former way of doing things, a system
of commandments that never worked out the way it was
supposed to, was set aside; 19 the law brought nothing to
maturity. Another way — Jesus! — a way that does work,
that brings us right into the presence of God, is put in its
place.

Hebrews 7:15-22 (The Message) 



20 The old priesthood of Aaron perpetuated itself
automatically, father to son, without explicit confirmation
by God. 21 But then God intervened and called this new,
permanent priesthood into being with an added promise:
God gave his word;
he won't take it back:
"You're the permanent priest." 
22 This makes Jesus the guarantee of a far better way
between us and God — one that really works! A new
covenant.

Hebrews 7:15-22 (The Message) 



8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he
receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.
9 And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes,
payed tithes in Abraham.
10 For he was yet in the loins of his father, when
Melchisedec met him.
11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood,
(for under it the people received the law,) what further
need was there that another priest should rise after the
order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of
Aaron?
12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of
necessity a change also of the law.

Hebrews 7:1-12


